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Monitoring the Ethiopian wolf - the breeding season begins

In our last newsletter we Vepo;’l‘ed on a rabies outbreak  individuals so that we can learn from long-term research. This
amongst the wolf population in West Morebawa. The ~helps to guide our conservation actions.

disease spread from the domestic dog population in the
area to a number of‘woéppdeS’ and EWCP wasﬁmed tions during May and June 2009, the EWCP monitoring team
to vaccinate the wolves in Sanetti to prevent the disease  has had repeated visits to Sanetti where we were vaccinating.

ﬁgm Sp?’€dﬂ’i7lg’. Here we report on OMVPOSf-UdCCiﬂﬂinﬂ All wolves except one have been observed since they were
vaccinated. This is a very positive outcome. Our monitors also

Following on from the recent Ethiopian wolf rabies vaccina-

monitoring.
inform us that in Morebawa, where the outbreak started, at

least one adult male and female wolf survived in most of the
EWCP has a full-time monitoring team who monitor the number  packs, which will help to ensure that these packs are able to
of wolves in each pack, camping out in the field and following the =~ breed and recover their numbers. And we are happy to report
wolves every day. If there are disease outbreaks, we want to catch  that the breeding season is well under way in Bale, with pups
them as early as possible to avoid them spreading. We also monitor  already sighted at the dens for the first time in both Web
breeding success and have life histories for many packs and  Valley and Sanetti.
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Dear Readers,

Welcome to the March 2010 issue of the Jeedala
Gazette. Our programme is progressing with its
activities to save the wolves and their Afroalpine
habitat in Bale, Arsi, and the five northern
populations.

This is done by addressing problems of competition
for space with humans and domestic animals,
vaccination against canine diseases such as rabies,
surveying the population in the seven remaining
Afroalpine habitat patches scattered throughout
Ethiopia, and educating children and the local
communities within wolf range. We hope that the
resulting conservation effort will in time help to
raise Ethiopian wolf numbers and will assist us all
to conserve our unique Afroalpine ecosystem and
its wildlife.

In this issue, you will find information on the
survival of our vaccinated wolves in the Web Valley
and Sanetti Plateau, a report on an EWCP staff
member who took part in a course in Namibia, and
the school education programme and club activities
for environmental protection and conservation.
Since the last issue, we have also had events such
as the World Rabies Day in Dinsho and Arsi Wolf
Day. We also meet with the new Dinsho Woreda
Administrator on our guest page.

We are pleased to become tri-lingual with this
issue, as we publish our first article in Amharic. This
will help EWCP to reach more people throughout
Ethiopia. Please enjoy reading this issue and feel
free to make suggestions or comments, while
helping to support the conservation of the wolves.

Together we can make a difference.

Zegeye Kibret

PO. Box 215, Bale, Robe, Ethiopia
zegeye.kibret@gmail.com
ewcp@zoo.ox.ac.uk

Dear Editor

I bave read all the gazettes from the very beginning
and I think it’s a good newsletter. It is educational
and I would say that it is the first of its kind in the
history of the BMNP for educating about specific
species conservation efforts, the park and other
biological resources that everyone must understand
in order to benefit local conservation.

Adissu Asefa
BMNP Biologist

Dear Editor

First of all I would like to thank you for sending us
such an informative Jeedala Gazette. I am writing
this letter to report that our club, called the Furtu
Harenna, bhave planted 1600 indigenous trees as
part of our community and school education. We are
also planning to cultivate more seedlings on our
new nursery site and transplant in to the nature
area that we bave recently received. Thank you for
all your belp.

Ibrabim Abdurazak
Tourism Officer and club leader, Angetu

Dear Editor

1 find the Jeedala Gazette a very useful material to
learn about the park and the exceptional efforts of
the EWCP to belp save the Ethiopian wolves. It is also
good material as a reference. Please make it bigger
and continue your good endeauvors.

Tesfaye Olika
Dinsho Woreda Agriculture and RD Head

Dear Editor

I know about EWCP and its work to save the Ethio-
pian wolves from extinction by addressing and
giving solutions to the ever increasing threais facing
the wolves, and trying to stop the spread of rabies.
This is mostly from reading your gazette and I use
the Gazette as a reference for my future career in
conservation. Please make sure that the gazette is
delivered on time. It is my favourite conservation
newsletter of my local area.

Solomon Tekle
Vice Public Communication Officer, Dinsho Woreda
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Fun and games at Arsi Wolf Day © A. Stewart

Arsi Wolf Day

On the 6th of December we celebrated our 2nd Arsi Wolf Day at
the Huruta School. The aim of Wolf Day is to celebrate the
afroalpine and the Ethiopian wolf through games, environmental
debates and art competitions. More than 500 students from the
Environmental Clubs of eight different schools took part in the
festivities. Our Arsi Education Officer, Dejene Deme, assisted by
our community outreach officer, Asheber Anbessa, and the
principal and teachers from the host school all made sure the day
ran very smoothly. The Zonal Vice Head of Natural Resources
and Land Use Management, Berhanu Jima, opened the day,
stating that “we need to protect our wolves, they are our heritage,
and thanks to EWCP for assisting this to happen here in Arsi.”
There were environmental debates, art competitions, football and
volleyball matches, and various races. The standard of work
produced by the students from all the schools attending was
excellent, and the fun and games of the day were enjoyed by all.
Huruta School dominated in the awards ceremony, taking first
prize for the football, debating and sprints. Their environmental
club was also presented with the award for best EE club of 2009,

which is a wonderful achievement.

Dinsho Wolf Day will be celebrated on the 7th of March this year.

Attending Training
Courses in Namibia

In June last year, Mustafa Dule was sent by EWCP on a
two-week training course on Predator and Livestock
Management, held by the Cheetah Conservation Fund in
Namibia. The course was attended by 20 participants from
countries such as India, Kenya, Iran and Botswana, who learnt
how to deal with human-wildlife conflict situations and find
solutions to prevent this conflict. Participants also gained much
experience through meeting many conservationists from
different countries, and exchanging ideas and knowledge.
Musti has recently been appointed as EWCP’s Community
Liaison Officer in Bale, while continuing to help the monitoring
team. We hope that Musti will put the knowledge and experience
he gained from attending this course to good use in Bale.

In addition, Leta Edea, our Bale Vet officer, and Dejene Deme,
the Arsi education officer, have both received their degrees in
Wildlife Management, and Education Planning and
Management respectively. Congratulations to both of them!

Ethiopian Wolf Conservation

in the Amhara Region
By Fekadu Lema

Environmental Education should play an important role in develop-
ing a society that is aware of and concerned about the environment

and associated problems relating to sustainable development.

In the north of Ethiopia, EWCP works with the Frankfurt Zoologi-
cal Society (FZS) to educate school children and community mem-
bers about the Ethiopian wolf and the importance and benefits of

afroalpine conservation.

Recently a team of FZS and EWCP staff went to visit some of the
wolf habitat in the north. We spent five days camped in Abuna
Yoseph, an area in North Wollo where we estimate there to be a
population of approximately 20 wolves, and then another five days
in the Simien Mountains National Park, where the second largest
population of Ethiopian wolves is found. Abuna Yoseph does not lie
within a protected area, and the effects of rapid human expansion
can be very easily seen. Cattle and goats graze high into the afroal-

pine, and we encountered barley fields at over 4000m asl!

In Simien we were faced with a similar situation, with a growing
human presence and agriculture expansion seen both within and
surrounding the Park. We spent time in both areas visiting the local
communities and schools and talking to people about their impres-
sions of the wolves and conservation. The local people living within
the National Park were positive about the wolves, realizing their
value and the benefits they could bring as a tourist attraction. In
Abuna Yoseph, the communities expressed their desire to see the
wolves survive, and the challenge for us lies in balancing the needs of
a rapidly growing human population in the afroalpine with the

increasingly urgent need to conserve these areas.

EWCP and FZS will continue to work together to increase environ-
mental awareness amongst the communities in the north to ensure

the protection of the Ethiopian wolf and its habitat.

The Simien Mountains © A. Stewart




“The protection of the park is the
auty of every local person in order to
save it for the coming generations”.

Q.What is your view about the conservation of the wolves
and the park as a whole?

A. The Ethiopian wolf is an endemic species found only
in Ethiopia and nowhere else in the world. They are
unique and endangered. If they are not protected, their
future survival will be in doubt. I know that the Ethiopian
Wolf Conservation Programme is struggling to save them
from extinction and it is important that we all need to
help to save them together with EWCP.

Q. What values or benefits do you think BMNP has for local
people?

A. We benefit from the park and its natural resources in
many ways. We receive economical benefits from the
flow of international visitors, which is vital for our coun-
try. Conservation projects and NGOs working here have
created job opportunities for local people. Schools have
been built and other community developments have
been given to us because of the existence of the park and
wildlife.

Q. How do the woreda and the local community partici-
pate to save endangered species?

A. Our woreda has supported conservation for many
years. We have initiated an awareness programme at the
community level, integrated with the conservation organi-

Our guest for this issue is the
new Dinsho Woreda
Administrator, Obbo Hussein
Hiko. Here we interview him for
the Jeedala Gazette, and find
out how he feels about
conservation.

zations, and we support the EWCP vet team whenever
they need help to vaccinate dogs in the village.

Q. What measures could you suggest to prevent or stop
rabies?

A. Rabies is a very serous issue and it is a very risky
disease. We need to work on community education to
stop the disease and we must think of limiting the
number of dogs in communities. We are currently plan-
ning meetings to this effect.

Q. What do you suggest to prevent habitat loss and the
expansion of farmland?

A. Habitat damage and expansion of farmland is amongst
the most serious threats faced by the National Park. I would
suggest that there must be a boundary between agriculture
and natural habitat or forest. It also needs our commitment
to stop habitat damage using policies and laws.

Q. Are there any other things you would like to add?

A. Congratulations to EWCP for passing through many
challenges to help save our unique living heritage, the
Ethiopian wolf. We will offer you all the support needed
from us. Finally, I would say that the protection of the
park is the duty of every local person in order to save it
for the coming generations!



Keessuummaan keenya kan maxxanfama kanaa bulchaa
aanaa Diinshoo obbo Hussen Hiikoo ti mee wajjin turaa.

Duraan dursee waa’ee Jeedala fardaa fi
gbbeenya Paarkii Biyyoolessa Gaarreewan
Baalee kunuunsuu irrattii yaada gabdan
akkamittii ibsitan?

Jeedalli fardaa bineensa marartuu fi biyya keenya
gofa keessatti argamti. Biyya keenyaafis taanaan
akka ijoo tokkootti gabeenya jirtu yammuu taatu
sababa adda addatiin caraa baduu fi jiraachuu
jiddutti argamti. Kanaafuu qabeenya carraa gaaffii
jala jiru kana baraaruuf hundi keenyaa humnaa fi
beekumsa gabnu hundaan dhaabata sagantaa
eegumsa Jeedala fardaa (EWCP) wajjiin gindoofnee
kunuunsuuf gophii ta’uu ibsa. Akka walii galaatti
gabeenya paarkii biyyoolessa gaarreewwan Baalee
gabeenya nama tokkoo ykn dhaabbata tokkoo gofa
waan hin taaneef gabeenya lammii hundaa waan
ta’eef kunuunsuu keessatti gahee nurraa eeggamu
gumaahuu gabna.

Bu’aan gbeenya uumamaa ykn kununsaa isanii
maal fa’a?

Qabeenyi uumamaa fi paarkiin bu’aa baay’ee nuuf
kenna. Bu’aan akka fakkeenyaati tuquu barbaadu
gama diinagdee biyyatiitiin yoo ilaale daaw’atoota
biyya alaa irraa galiin argamu dinagdee biyya
keenyaatiif gahee guddaa gaba. Daaw’attoonni
biyyoota adda addaallee akka dhufan yammuu
taasisu nutis sababa kanaan addunyaan akka wal
gqunnamnu karaa bane jira. Namootni daaw’iif
dhufanis addaa keenya baranii adunyaan akka
beeku ni taasisu. Kara biraatin immoo gaamonni
kunuunsaaf dhfanii fi NGO n adda addaa namoota
naannoo gaxaruun, mana barumsaa ijaaruun
deeggarsa nuuf godhuun sababa jireenya paarkiiti fi
bineensota bosonaa kan akka Jeedala fardaatiin
ta’uun ifa dha. Pirojaktiin kununsaa fkn kan akka
EWCP caraa hojii hojattota naanootif bane kunu-
unsa irratti hirmaachisuunis bu’aa isa biraati.

Kunuunsa bineensota marartuu kanaaf hirmaan-
naan aanaa fi ummataa maal fakkaata?
Hirmaannaa aanaa yoo ilaallee kanaan dura
hubannoo ummata naannoo gabeenya uumamaaf

gabu cimsuu irratti yammuu dalagnu gaama dhimmi
ilaalu fi NGO wajiin gindominaan yammuu
sochoonu keessattuu immoo duula talaalii EWCPn
kennuu irrattii deegarsa barbaachisaa ta’e garee
talaaliitiif gochaa jirra. Qabeenyi kunis abbummaan
kan ummataa ta’uus ni barsiifna. Haata’'u malee
hubanoo fi beekumsi akka cimuuf barumsii fi sochiin
kun jabaatee itti fufuu gaba.

Dhukkuba saree balleessuuf maal gochuu
qabna?

Dhukkuba saree maraattee balleessuuf dhimmi kun
gaama mootummaa wajiin fallii kennamu malee
baay’ee yaachisaa dha. Hawaasa barsiisuuf mariin
godhamuu gaba. Lakkoofsi sarootaa akka xiqgaatu
gaama dhimmi ilaalu waijjiin mari’achuuf karoora
gabannee jirra. Kunis kan yeroon itti kennamuu miti.
Ogeesota aanaa keenyaa kan dhimmi kun ilaalchisu
hunda dhukkuba kana salphisuuf ni hirmaachisna.

Qonna babal’ataa jiru haala kamiin salphisuu
qabna?

Waa’een mancaasa gaaraa fi babal'inna qonnaa
gaafii hunda keenyaati. Manca’isni kallattii adda
addaatiin rakkoo fidaa jira. Qabeenya uumamaa fi
Paarkii Biyyoolessa Gaarreewan Baalee irratti
miidhaa hangana hin jedhamne geessaa jira. Kanaa
fuu dangaan qonnaa fi bosonaa addaan bahuu gaba.

Dhaamsi dabalataan dabarsuuf barbaaddan yoo
jiraate nuuf ibsaa?

Dhaamsi ani dabarsuu barbaadu Sagantaa
Eegumsa Jeedala Fardaa (EWCPn) gabeenya
mararuu biyya keenya qofa keessatti argamtufii
baduu geete tana kunuunsuu isaatiif maqaa aanaa
keenyaatiin galata guddaa isiniif galcha. Rakkoo
keessa baatanii as gahuu keessaniin baga gam-
madan jechaa nutis qarqaarsa barbaachisaa ta’e
hunda akka isiniif kenninu isinis 0soo hin hifatin
akka itti nuuf fufatanii fi bineensota bosonaa
keenyaa fi Paarkii Biyyoolessa Gaarreewan Baalee
dhalootaaf akka dabarsinu jechaa dhaamsa kiyya
as irratti xummura.



& CLUB

The Bale Beauty Nature Club has received two awards: one as
a Role Model Club for Conservation and Environmental
Protection, and the other as the Best Performing Youth Club.
Ayub Suleyman, the club head, received the gold medal and
certificate from the Federal Republic President of Ethiopia in
Addis Ababa. Ismael Kewiti, the vice chairperson, also
received a bronze medal and certificate in Ambo in November.
A huge congratulations to the club!

The EWCP Dinsho Sports Centre is being used by the local
youth and school clubs, according to Dessalegn Hailu, from
the Woreda Youth and Sports Office. He reports that they have
football training four days a week. We hope this will improve
the standard of sport at the annual Dinsho Wolf Day, as well
as helping to nurture the best athletes from the Bale area.
Recently, the woreda youth and sport office received a
donation of 10 balls from ICS (International Community
School) in Addis with the facilitation of EWCP.

There was recently an art competition for the Dinsho Primary
and Secondary Schools, and Sanetti Primary School in Goba.
The winners were exhibited at the Arsi Wolf Day celebration.
Winners of best drawings were Zelalem Lema and Foad
Abubakar from Dinsho High School, Indalkachew Alemayehu
from Sanetti Primary School, and Abdurazak Aman from
Dinsho Primary School

o Simien Mountains National Park (SMNP) in the north of
Ethiopia is home to many endemic species, such as the gelada
baboon, walia ibex and Ethiopian wolf

e The bighest mountain in Ethiopia, Ras Dashen, is found in the
SMNP

» The SMNP has been a World Heritage Site since 1978, which
means it is an area of exceptional natural beauty that is
important for conserving threatened species.

 The Park receives approximately 4500 visitors a year.

ACTION

Keep good records about your dog. What is your dog’s name?
How old is your dog? Has it been vaccinated by EWCP?
That way when the vet team come to your house it will be
easy for them to know your dog and its history. Look after
your dog by making sure it has food and water and a dry
place to sleep. If your dog is well looked after it will be strong
and healthy, and it will work harder to guard your livestock
and your property. Dogs that are fed properly will also not
hunt wildlife.



THE AFRICAN LION
Panthera leo

The lion is a member of the cat family. Other members of this
family include cheetahs and leopards. The African lion exists in
several populations in Ethiopia, including the Harenna Forest of
the Bale Mountains National Park.

Lions are built for strength. Males are larger than females, weigh-
ing up to 249 kg. Lions have coats made of short brown or yellow
fur. Male lions are the only cats to have manes, which is long,
bushy hair that covers the head and neck. Lions vocalize by
roaring. They have a flap of skin in their throats which enables

PPLe P TP FEDL9° CAMNVT MG €7 (5 0 e
00783 44T POL-ONC @75 NS W07 HY%e.

CATLT 4O N-0NVF@ ChubeR e L PACOT ANF N9
N7 PUNFE RS L8 BHPA: OILU- 0G4 @0 Nendda i
¢ AR e ¢ PO PTOP TEL9° hWEETNACT HEAA=TLhA
MLk 2C Nev G MNEE® L7757 40 PAC2T I Flo-
AL Nevld AP ST @ BI5FA::

Lions are carnivores. They generally hunt three or four times a
week, eating up to 35kg in one meal. After a big meal, they may
not eat again for few days. Lions eat anything from rodents to
large antelope. Lions usually kill large prey by suffocation, clamp-
ing their mouth over the prey’s nose and windpipe. Lions limit the
number of grazing animals and so keep the ecosystem in balance.

NAAGAD: DEC DC 2002 3.9° ONT Phe PIE TP TEIEI° The remains of Ifheir prey provide food for vultures, jackals,
UAT PAIAT MG 127 AATT O DG Navdh A 10 +GT Lrtuess el ey Fsers

ALY 4 6-CF NLEP TCh 0-0'PS 1Ee MO oo 3T

FYPAPA@ CONE @G AT CoLhAhA I FF ARKALE- O Lions are the only big cats to live in social groups called a pride.
AT FPA:: Each pride contains 2 to 6 female lionesses and their cubs. One or
AT MG (2 NFER L Phalud-d P5.C AN TN more males will take over the pride, mate with females and guard
NANANT A FFT 79 NAYLT F6-CTF NGB T°Ch ChirFSLC their territory. They will stay with the pride for about two to three
Cid- ANAT 20 FLLNF@- AT £96 A300 @-FT o ntat years, after which time a younger, stronger male or group of males

A FAPA:: ) o may take over the pride. Unlike males, lionesses remain in the
CATOAT MG -2 ANAT DY £TC PNAM @0 T7 Aavhei same pride all their lives. Female lions tend to do most of the

ML&ATI LOé-0 AhST1rHs @07 an 1 PAN hdaolP T WreU-9° hunting for the group.
LONLANN 00T eoH AATTEA CEVETT Po-NT ETC @07

heCTrN: Lions are one of the “Big Five”, which refers to a group of large
Parat mS L ANAT CONLFal @4VF7 SH @bk African mammals which tourists come to Africa especially to see.
ATRTN ANEALD: FNNC ATRLLTNT A AT LVP° DT Like all the African lions, the lions in the Harenna forest are
CheAMA WL DAL NChA @FTF7 N eohirkN CoNE @ ‘vulnerable’ to extinction which means that we might lose this
W77 ACLhAhA C2LeLCTTT Pot D CLCIPA:: very special species if they are not protected.

eone A N 8L AT ONTS@- CFahs @f Thl ACThTrT
NPAN @L (@ PO § C5C ANMAT  AANE BTAA::

CoNe @A N7 NO-TF AL ¢oLLAP 9°ANFT anhhA
CAPNTET @GR L MNEN T @Y ATINAT s AT AUR
TYHLNET: PN BOICTT T @127 hS hmPAL haTT
NPrirk oo P GFAN::

NHe-&-Mm- Nae- P94 ADTF h W3 Fo- 2C o-8F7 SHa-
NACLYPAPN D #L POC T IC Nom)S 5 (A7
LOTFANGNTPA::

L0 AALFET CO-NVFFO 7 m7rr enn AG hE A, Coear
ATELLS 0Nl ANYY ANANDL 1ar: CATNAT MG (8 AAT
AP Hoo fuovar WeESE PANC A28 LOMATF @ TELLTTT
hGPCONT:
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World Rabies Day in Dinsho

One of the events that EWCP celebrates in partnership with the
Alliance for Rabies Control (ARC) is World Rabies Day on the
28th of September. This event aims to raise awareness about the
dangers of rabies and ways to prevent the disease. For the third
year in a row, the event was hosted by Dinsho Primary School.
Some of the school kids marched with banners stating “We are
against rabies! Stop rabies”, “Vaccinate your dogs!” and “Help
save the Ethiopian wolf”. The demonstrators met with their
classmates and teachers in the school grounds, and watched a
performance by other pupils on the causes and effects of rabies.

Rabies is transmitted by domestic dogs from the villages
surrounding and within the National Park, and is fatal to the
wolves. Outbreaks have occurred in 2003, 2008 and most
recently in May 2009, and have caused large losses to the wolf
population in the Bale Mountains. We hope that the children
who are so passionate about getting rid of rabies in Bale will help
to spread this message to their families — vaccinating your dogs

will help to stop this disease and will save the Ethiopian wolf.

sl SRR S e
World Rabies Day demonstration © A. Stewart

WiLpLiFe CONSERVATION NETWORK

E

The mission of the Ethiopian Wolf Conserva-

tion Programme is to conserve the endangered
Ethiopian wolf and its Afroalpine habitat by address-
ing the most urgent threats to its long-term survival.

EWCP promotes sustainable solutions for the conser-
vation of Ethiopian wolves by addressing particular
aspects of the most serious threats affecting their
populations. The work is centred on capacity building,
monitoring the wolves and the use of Afroalpine
resources, disease prevention and control, commu-
nity education campaigns, habitat protection support,
and population management.

EWCP, PO Box 215, Bale, Robe Ethiopia
info@ethiopianwolf.org
www.ethiopianwolf.org
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